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the declaration made by the Chancellor of the Reich on February 20,

1938:

" The Polish State respects the national conditions in this State
of the Free City, and Germany respects Polish rights. It has thus
been possible to clear the way for an understanding which, while
arising out of the question of Danzig, has to-day in spite of the
efforts of certain disturbers of the peace succeeded in effectively
purifying relations between Germany and Poland and has transformed
them into sincere and friendly collaboration/ "

The denunciation of the agreement of 1934 was made after
Germany had refused to accept the explanations of Poland concern-
ing the divergence between the Polish-British guarantee and the

agreement of 1934.

LEON  NOEL.

No. 123

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, May 7, 1939.

I TAKE the liberty of drawing the especial attention of Your
Excellency to the information contained in the enclosed report, our
informant being in a particularly good position to know the intentions
of the Fiihrer and of his principal lieutenants.

His new declarations may be summed up as follows:

(1)  M. Beck's speech will in no way alter the situation.    The
Fiihrer is determined to secure the return of Danzig to Germany, as
well as the reunion of East Prussia to the Reich.

(2)  The Fiihrer is patient and cautious, and will not tackle the
question in a direct way, for he knows that in future France and
Britain would not give way, and that the coalition which he would
have to confront would be too strong.    He will go on manoeuvring
until his time comes.

(3)  The Fuhrer will come to an understanding to this effect with
Russia.   The day will come when he attains his aims by these means,
without the Allies  ''having any reason, or even any intention, to
intervene."    It may be that we shall witness a fourth partition of
Poland.    In any case, "we shall soon see that something is brewing
in the East."

(4)  The  equivocal  attitude  of Japan  has  contributed  to   Herr
Hitler's orientation towards the U.S.S.R.

(5) When the Polish question has once been settled, and Germany's
military supremacy definitely assured, Germany will be in a position
to come to a conference.

For the above reasons I believe that, taken as a whole, and under
the reservations made at the conclusion of this letter, the enclosed
indications may be considered to reflect fairly exactly Herr Hitler's